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Make a Splash 
Recently in worship, we sang “Wade in the Water” and “Shall We Gather by the 
River.” These old Gospel hymns set many of us to yearning for the summer weather 
and holiday opportunities that include time by the water. Whose summertime hopes 
don’t include a body of water, even if it’s just a kiddy pool on the balcony or a chair 
near a birdbath? 

Water is cooling, healing, meditative and refreshing. Water is a place to play. It offers 
us opportunities to paddle into the habitats of fellow creatures of all kinds. From 
Baptisms to bathtubs to swimming in the bay, we rely on water to “make us anew.” 

Church in Society adopted water as our justice theme this year, with a special focus 
on attending to our relationship with the Ottawa River. In the Trinity Art Gallery 
we’ve been sharing photographs of “The Bodies of Water We Love.” Among the 
many creative submissions was a glass of fresh drinking water and a human body—
because, of course, we are bodies made mostly of water.

Biblically speaking, flowing water is a metaphor for God’s power flowing into our 
world. And we human bodies of water are a part of that power. This summer, let 
us celebrate and give thanks and offer our considerable collective power in active 
protection to all bodies of water that we love. We can start by caring for our own 
bodies, keeping well hydrated. And we can expand our prayerful intentions to flow 
to all the thirsty bodies in the world. 

We can choose to take up a myriad of small acts of water stewardship, offered like 
drops of water that can grow into an ocean of change. Jen suggests we start using 
vinegar and baking soda to clean our homes, instead of chemical cleaners. Virginia 
and Barb are modelling how we can vocally protect the water tables by our cottages 
from contamination. We can adopt bodies of water anywhere and everywhere—to 
pray for and to lobby for. Perhaps we will soon need to expand our vision of water 
stewardship, to helping prevent “water wars” in our world. 

As you wade into your beloved waters or gather by the river this summertime, 
envision how you are part of the power of the Holy, able to help protect the waters 
of Creation. We humans, ourselves, are powerful rivers of hope “that flow from the 
throne of God.”

So splash! And make a splash for clean water in God’s world.

May summer’s blessings flow to all of you.

Love,

Summer 2014
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Trinity TopicsWE ARE AN OPEN-MINDED, INCLUSIVE 

AND PROGRESSIVE COMMUNITY,  

EXPLORING SPIRITUALITY TOGETHER 

IN THE EMERGING CHRISTIAN WAY

Sunday Mornings
Worship Celebration at 10:00 a.m.

Sunday School and Nursery Care 
at 10:00 a.m.

Coffee and Conversation in the 
Friendship Room after worship

Joyful Noise! children’s choir practice and 
Parents’ Circle downstairs at 11:00 a.m.



We have a new Twitter account! Keep 
track of everything that’s happening by 
following our ministry on TWITTER at 
@tuckids.

Sunday School, the Nursery and Joyful 
Noise! will be running up until June 
15 or 22—please keep an eye on your 
emails for the specific date. After that, 
colouring, reading, and other activities 
will be available in the Colour Corner 
for the summer months. The Nursery 
is unsupervised in the summer, but it 
is still open for your use, if you wish to 
supervise your own children. The sound 
system allows you to hear what’s going 
on upstairs. 

Camp Awesome—the United Church 
of Canada daycamp—is available for 
registration. I sent the sign-up sheet 
along with my last email to Trinity 
families, but let me know if you didn’t 
receive it and would like a copy.

Our spring fundraising program for 
the Multifaith Housing Initiative 
(MHI) has raised $220.25 to date, and 
we plan to continue fundraising until 
the end of the season. Unfortunately, our 
participation in MHI’s Tulipathon was 
rained out, but we are still excited about 
supporting this important initiative.

During our Lenten Season, our senior 
Sunday school students and some 
parent volunteers put on a Palm Sunday 
pageant—you guys worked hard and 
created a meaningful worship moment. 
I was so touched and proud of your 
success!

We also had fun hosting our Scouting 
and Guiding groups on May 4. They 
helped us celebrate our water and the 
importance of keeping it clean. As 
spring always has an environmental 
bent at Trinity, this was a great way to 
kick off our season of looking at how 
to care for God’s creation. 

As the weather warms up, we will 
plan outdoor activities and we will 
celebrate Mother’s Day and Father’s 
Day together.
 
I want to thank everyone who helps 
the family ministry succeed: Claudia 
Avila in the Nursery provides care to 
our youngest members of our Trinity 
family; Sara-Lynn Hutchison is 
absolutely wonderful in leading our 
spectacular Joyful Noise! children’s 
choir; and our Sunday school 
volunteers are invaluable. Thanks to 
Chris Tessier, Arlene Smith, Tracy-
Anne Manning, Ken Graham, 
Heather McCulligh, Karin Macleod 
and Alex Dunn. But always, and 
most especially, I thank the parents. 
From our productive and meaningful 
conversation on April 27 about 
affirming ministry and what that might 
mean for the children’s ministry at 
Trinity, to providing feedback to chose 
next year’s Sunday school curriculum 
(The Whole People of God), to simply 
being willing to step up and support 
when needed, you ARE truly the hands 
and feet of God in our ministry, and 
your children’s spiritual growth.

God bless you into the Summer,
Sarah

Kids’ Korner

Worship Calendar 

Worship Celebration at 10:00 a.m. every Sunday.
Coffee, cookies and conversation after the service
             
May 18        Respecting Nature  
                      Sarah Daigen leads worship  
                   
May 25        Mother Earth  

June 1         The Universe  
                      Baptism  
 
June 8          Pentecost   
                      Communion at Stations         

Trinity Men’s Breakfast
Meets the second Thursday 
of the month

There is a “time for every season,” and 
we know that all of them are blessings. 
There is also a time every month for a 
group of men from Trinity to gather at 
Summerhay’s. On the second Thursday 
morning of most months, bright and 
early at 7:00 a.m., we gather to enjoy a 
good breakfast, fellowship and to share 
our experiences. 

The next dates are June 12 and July 
10. We will take a break in August. 

Please feel free to speak with any of 
the participants and discover if this 
gathering is for you. You are more than 
welcome to join us.

John Comfort, for the group

Lifelong Learning
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Spring  
Spirituality Retreat  

in Morrisburg

Projected Receipts
Actual  

Receipts DifferenceYear
52 wks. 18/52

Local $201,616 $69,790 $71,154 +$1,364
M&S $  47,347 $16, 389 $ 16,287        -$102
Total $248,963 $86,179 $87,441 +$1,262

Pledge Performance to May 4, 2014 (18 weeks)

Council News
As I approach the upcoming summer, I find it a time of 
reflection and projection on the work of Trinity Council, 
and a time to thank all councillors for their dedicated work 
and collaboration in the affairs of our community. 

Our January highlight was the dedication of our beautiful 
stained glass windows. Council had voted unanimously 
to direct monies from the Memorial Fund to support this 
long awaited project. 

In February, it was gratifying to see all the positions of 
chair and co-chairs of committees filled. The outstanding 
vacancy is a representative to Presbytery, it is my sincere 
wish that someone will step forward soon. Newly elected 
members Anne Boswall, Roberta Logan and Shelia Rogers 
were welcomed to council, along with Mark Cuddy as 
treasurer and Dave Gibb as co-chair of council. Arlene 
Smith was sincerely thanked for her three years of 
excellent, inspired leadership as co-chair.

Although council did not meet in February or March, work 
continued. The Telus contract was signed by both parties, 
completing seven months of negotiation. Our thanks to 
our lawyers Chris Spiteri and Stepanie Simard for their 
expertise and generosity to Trinity.

In April, council hosted Rev. Shaun Fryday, an Affirm 
United Spokesperson. Council passed a motion to initiate a 
congregational learning process about what it means to live 
as an affirming congregation at Trinity.

Council will meet for a retreat in late August, as has been a 
Trinity tradition, and then we will welcome everyone back 
in September.  Liz Harper, Co-chair, Trinity Council

The Money
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Refugee Update

When we pay attention to the daily news, it is very easy 
to become discouraged. It often feels like trying to live 
the life that Christ showed us is a daunting task in a 
world where we hear constantly of the suffering of others. 
Currently, 1 in 50 people are uprooted from their homes. 
There are 20 million refugees worldwide and a further 
25 million internally displaced. We are all connected to 
these individuals and families, for if we look closely, we see 
familiar people, mothers, fathers, sisters and brothers, babes 
in arms. Dreams of safety, security and hope for a future 
unite us all. We cannot give the millions a new life in our 
beautiful land, but we can start with one small family of 
three.

Winnie, Sai and baby Samuel—a Burmese family—arrive 
on May 13, after eight years of waiting. They have been 
living in precarious circumstances in Singapore. For their 
first two weeks they will be taken in by a Trinity family and 
then moved to an apartment on Cambridge Street. Along 
with the federal government, Trinity will care for them for 
a year. Approximately 20 Trinity members are preparing 
for their arrival after two years of endless paperwork and 
disappointments.

Our Community, Our World

Congregational Life Group

CLG will be holding more frequent game 

days (scrabble, boggle etc.) later in the year 

for those who have expressed an interest.  

We are also planning events for the 

coming months, and welcome your ideas. 

What are your hobbies and interests? 

What are the passions that drive you? 

Please consider sharing these activities 

with your Trinity family through a CLG 

event or activity.  In the past we have 

hosted game days, hikes, various crafts, 

cooking demos, card making, ikebana, 

and presentations on healthy living, bird 

watching and beginners’ bridge.  We are 

always interested in hearing about any 

passions you might like to share. Please 

feel free to talk to one of us if you have an 

idea: Alex Dunn, Derek Kitchen, Roberta 

Logan, Carol Prince and Sheila Rogers.  

Many thanks to the 114th Scouts. They built and 

donated a recycling centre to help keep our Trinity 

kitchen clean and organized.

Helen Shaw’s passion for travel 

recently took her to Antarctica. In 

March, Helen shared pictures and 

stories of her impressive journey.  
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Helping this family start a new life is like dropping 
a single pebble into a pond. Although only one 
pebble, the ripples flow in ever-enlarging circles of 
compassion and understanding that “pay it forward” 
from all of us.

Sesquicentennial Fish

Did you know that Lake Sturgeons, found in 
the Ottawa River, can live up to 150 years? That 
means that there could be some that are older than 
Confederation! Imagine how clean the water was 
when they were born! 

As a Sesquicentennial project, wouldn’t it be 
wonderful to give them back the river of their birth?

Summer Camp Project

During the month of May special envelopes 
were placed in the pews to give members of the 
congregation an opportunity to help support our 
Camp Project. Thank you for your continued support.  

School Supplies

During the summer months the Trinity Outreach 
Committee (TOC) will collect school supplies. Useful 
items are: book bags, crayons, markers, lined paper, 
blank paper, math sets, rulers, pencils, pens, or glue. 
In September, the supplies will be distributed to 
young people in the Caldwell area. Please leave your 
donations in the big blue bin in the foyer. 

Scholarship 

TOC members are in the process of interviewing 
candidates for the annual scholarship. This 
scholarship is awarded to a student in the Caldwell 
area that is continuing his or her education. The 
congregation will have an opportunity to meet the 
recipient in September.   

Cleaning Green 
By Jen Cass

When doing your spring cleaning, you’ll be glad to 
know that less is better: less energy, less chemicals, 
less packaging. Choose products that list their 
ingredients and avoid those with hazard symbols or 

Liquid Laundry Soap  (Use 1/2 cup per full load)

7 litres water
1 cup soap granules (look at the David Suzuki site for more info)
1/2 cup Borax
1/2 cup washing soda
20 drops essential oil (optional) (Jen likes Eucalyptus essential 
oil for making active wear smell fresh.)

Add 1 litre water and soap granules to pot. Heat until diluted. 
Pour into pail with 6 litres of water, borax, and the washing 
soda. Stir until dissolved. Add essential oil. Soap will gel as it 
cools. For hard water, add more washing soda. To whiten whites, 
add 1/2 cup baking soda to load.

chemicals such as Triclosan and Fragrance. Ecologo or 
Green Seal certifications help identify environmentally 
safe products. Want to go further? For many cleaning 
jobs, you can simply use baking soda and vinegar and 
maybe some castile soap. 

At the Green Cleaning workshop on May 10, Jen Cass 
shared information and tried and true cleaning recipes 
gleaned mostly from the Queen of Green at www.
davidsuzuki.org. Her favorite is the laundry soap. It 
works well for regular laundry followed by a vinegar 
chaser in the rinse cycle as a fabric softener. 
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The Nishga People 
By Brian Hartley

It was an idyllic, sunny day in the spring 
of 1977. With two colleagues, I had flown 
by float plane north from Prince Rupert 
to Kincolith, British Columbia, the most 
western of four Nishga villages in the Nass River valley. 
We were welcomed at the dock by members of the Nishga 
Tribal Council. We were scheduled to resume negotiations 
with them over a comprehensive land claim begun in 1976. 
Both the federal and provincial negotiating teams had been 
invited by the Council to arrive a day early to attend the 
formal opening of a new community centre. 

The opening that afternoon was a festive affair. It began 
with a parade through the village by the Nishga Brass 
Band, an ensemble of some 25 horn players and drummers 
wearing robin-blue uniforms with ornate gold braid. 
The Nishga love ceremony and colour. Their villages are 
adorned by dramatic murals of the clan symbols, the bear, 
frog and raven, painted in bold red and black on starkly 
white walls. 

Following the ribbon-cutting, we were invited by members 
of the Council to join them for coffee in a small restaurant. 
I was seated with an elder member of the Tribal Council. 
He was a very pleasant man who used the opportunity to 
impress upon this new fellow, a civil servant from Ottawa, 
the determination of the Nishga people to obtain a fair 
and just settlement of their claim to their ancestral lands. 
He pointed out quite correctly that the Nishga had never 
relinquished to the crown any of their ancestral lands by 
treaty. Neither had they been ever defeated in battle by 
the British, during the colonial era, or by Canada since it 
became an independent country. Our negotiations would 
be between two nations, since the Nishga had never agreed 
to become Canadians. At that, I leaned forward to point at a 
spanking new maple leaf, the Canadian flag, flapping in the 
wind outside the building from a tall flagpole. Whereupon, 
a smile spread across the face of my gentle friend. Neither 
of us spoke a word. I said to myself, “Here is an elder who is 
accustomed to life’s irony.” 

After a sumptuous feast in the new community centre, I 
met with the Tribal Council. It was a get-acquainted session 
in which several chiefs described the history of their claim. 
I spoke of my optimism derived from my experience as 
the deputy-chief of the federal team during the arduous 
and intense six weeks of negotiations among five parties 
which had produced the James Bay and Northern Quebec 
Agreement in 1976. It was for me a pleasant introduction to 
the Nishga claim, to the members of the Tribal Council and 
to their lawyer, Don Rosenbloom. Don had been a protégé 

of Thomas Berger, the previous Nishga counsel, and more 
recently has been publicized as the counsel for the mother 
of Robert Dziekanski, the man who died after being tasered 
by police at the Vancouver airport. As we were leaving two 
days later, a number of the Tribal Council members arrived 
on the town dock to see us off. They pressed us to take fresh 
fish which, as diplomatically as possible, I had to decline. 
My colleagues muttered about me being straight-laced 
since my predecessor had allowed his team to accept such 
gifts notwithstanding the inherent conflict in the practice. 
However, the incident illustrated the remarkable Nishga 
generosity.

Over the next two years, I gained an appreciation of their 
love of colour and ceremony, and the social cohesion of 
their communities. Fortunately, the Nishga, in common 
with most other B.C. Indians, had never been displaced 
from their ancestral lands by the European colonists 
although they were deprived of control over much of their 
territory some 1000 square miles in size. The Nishga took 
a leading role in the history of aboriginal land claims in 
B.C. Its Tribal Council had travelled to Victoria in 1887 to 
present its objection to the loss of its ancestral territory. 
When governments refused to respond, the Council filed 
its claim in the B.C. Supreme Court in the law suit Calder 
v. Province of British Columbia. That case wound its way 
to the Supreme Court of Canada. In a 1973 landmark 
decision, six judges divided equally over the question of 
whether the Nishga title had been lost. The seventh judge 
rejected the claim on a technicality.

In an eloquent judgment written on behalf of the three 
dissenting judges, Mr. Justice Emmet Hall declared that 
the Nishga had not lost aboriginal title to their ancestral 
lands. That was a historical observation which led Pierre 
Trudeau, then Prime Minister, to announce that the federal 
government would enter into negotiations on the Nishga 
claim. Despite the SCC and federal decisions, BC continued 
under its NDP government led by Premier David Barrett 
to refuse to join in the negotiations. The Province was 
determined that the Nishga claim should never be allowed 
to set a precedent for all of the province since only a sliver 
of land in its north-eastern region had been ceded to the 
crown under one of the historical treaties. In the B.C. 
election of 1975, however, the Social Credit party led by 
Bill Bennett had promised to participate in the negotiations 
over the Nishga claim as “full partners” with the federal 
government. 
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During the twelve months following my appointment as 
the federal negotiator, the negotiations proceeded slowly 
as the Tribal Council developed the specifics of its claim. 
The Province continued to expand the amount of crown 
land in the Nass River Valley over which timber licences 
were awarded. Such infringements upon Nishga ancestral 
lands posed a dilemma for the Tribal Council since many 
of its people held well-paying jobs in the forest industry. 
The Minister of Indian and Northern Affairs issued press 
releases criticizing the Province and calling upon it to 
suspend the award of cutting licences in the Nass while the 
negotiations continued. I recall warning the Nishga lawyer, 
in an aside, not to assume that the federal government 
would never infringe upon aboriginal title in the exercise 
of powers under its jurisdiction: that premonition turned 
in time to reality. By 1978, it became evident that the 
provincial negotiator had little, if anything, to contribute 
to any settlement of the Nishga claim. The full partnership 
declared by the Bennett government devolved merely to an 
observer status. A few months later, BC clarified its position 
by declaring that the feds would have to pay market price 
for any crown land within the province to be returned to 
the Indian claimants. That declaration constituted further 
evidence, in my frank opinion, that our aboriginal brethren 
are ill-served by their unique position under the country’s 
constitution. Also, the declaration was not only a denial of 
aboriginal title, but it created an insurmountable roadblock 
to any settlement of the Nishga claim. It took another 12 
years for that roadblock to be removed. 

Betty and I spent two weeks in 1978 in New Aiyansh, the 
largest of the tribe’s four communities and accessible by 
logging road from Terrace. We lived in a teacher’s house 
on the reserve while the occupant was away on summer 
holiday. We met with the principal of the Nishga High 
School. The principal, a man in his early 50’s, had served 
under a number of school boards. At the end of a long 
conversation, I asked the principal how he rated the 
academic standards set by his current board. He thought for 
a moment and then replied that he had never encountered 
academic standards as high as those set by the Nishga 
District Board. 

Notwithstanding the policy differences between Ottawa and 
Victoria, the Province did extend to the Nishga a concrete 
and progressive measure. It offered early in 1979 to establish 
a Nass Valley health district. A very productive and 
amicable meeting over two days in Prince Rupert achieved 
an agreement on the structure and governance of the health 
district. Otherwise, little progress was made in settling the 
Nishga claim during my involvement. By early 1979, it was 
evident that a federal election was to be called in the spring. 
I expected that a loss by the Trudeau government would 
place aboriginal land claims in jeopardy. I had had enough 
of being a public servant after 27 years, and had decided 

to study law. In April, I submitted my resignation to take 
effect in June, and the news soon spread to the aboriginal 
parties with whom I was negotiating. My last meeting with 
the Nishga Council was scheduled for a day in May in 
Prince Rupert. A salmon run was in progress and I along 
with my two colleagues wanted to return home with fresh 
fish. Before the meeting started, we asked our Nishga hosts 
to recommend a local packing plant. They commended a 
new plant, and offered to place our orders. We accepted. 
The meeting lasted longer than expected. As it ended, I 
received warm handshakes and wishes for the future from 
the members of the Tribal Council, and we raced to a 
waiting taxi to pick up the fish and get to the airport in time 
for our flight home. I felt regret that my relations with these 
proud, friendly and generous people had come to an end. 
When the taxi stopped at the fish plant, we found that three 
salmon had been wrapped in anticipation of our arrival. 
When we queried the size of the parcels, we learned that the 
Nishga had ordered King crab and halibut to be added to 
our orders, but we were to be charged only for the salmon. 
The Nishga had out-foxed us, and this time there was no 
way to decline their gifts.

There is a postlude. The Progressive Conservatives under 
Joe Clark won the May, 1979 election. It soon announced 
that the negotiation of aboriginal claims would be 
suspended while the government reviewed its policy. 
Following the Liberals’ restoration to power in the 1980 
election, desultory talks were held between the feds and the 
Tribal Council while the Province maintained its mere-
observer-stance for a decade. In the early 1980’s, the federal 
Minister of Fisheries and Oceans issued a licence under 
the Fisheries Act to permit a new copper mine to dump 
its tailings in the Portland Inlet, a body of water within 
the Nishga ancestral lands. The risk behind my warning 
to Mr. Rosenbloom had been realized. The mine proved, 
however, to be uneconomic and closed a few years later. 
The frustration over the Province’s intransigence led to a 
decision by the federal government in the late 1980’s to 
grant preferential fishery rights to Indian residents of B.C. 
Differential quotas and extended fishing periods favouring 
Indian fishermen, under the Fisheries Act, have become 
a bone of contention ever since for non-native fishermen. 
Damage to nets and other acts of vandalism have occurred 
periodically ever since. 

In 1990, Premier Bill Vander Zalm announced an end to 
the Province’s hands-off stance and stated the Province’s 
willingness to return to the negotiation of the Nishga claim 
without condition. The parties reached a settlement of the 
Nishga claim in 1998 which took effect in May, 2000, under 
which the Nishga surrendered title to 92% of their ancestral 
lands, and received compensation of $190 million and local 
government powers similar to those of a municipality.
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