
Last week we celebrated our Covenanting Service—a service 
recognizing our new pastoral relationship. We were joined 
by members of Presbytery as we made vows to one another 
and shared symbols of what we bring to the relationship.  

Our covenanting focused around the theme “We are One.” 
A covenant is an agreement or promise between people and 
God. It is a way of being in relationship with one another. It 
is a spiritual practice of engagement and partnership. This 
theme reminds us that we are not people of faith insolation.  

The covenanting service falling within our stewardship 
month was either a coincidence, or a Spirit-led opportunity 
(maybe both). This November we have been exploring how 
we are The Trinity Village, a community within the city. 
Often stewardship is focused on financial gifts, and while 
those are important, our covenant reminds us that we all 
bring many gifts of time and talent as well. 

I wanted to share the Presentation of Symbols that were 
part of our Covenanting Service here. It is a good reminder 
in our Stewardship month, that our gifts are sometimes 
unorthodox, but no less meaningful.  

A Candle is presented by Presbytery: You are held in the 
hand of God, remind one another that the spark of the light 
of Christ lives within us. Together, allow this light to shine 
brightly! 

A Bible is presented by the Congregation: Erin, Share with 
us in our ministry of the Word. Be among us as one who 
learns and teaches; nurtures and is nurtured. 

Yarn is presented by Erin: I present this yarn as a symbol 
of my desire to knit together the various strands of our life 
and faith.  

A Map is presented by Presbytery: Erin, be in this 
community as one who helps discern where the Spirit is 
leading.  
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Symbols of Communion and Baptism are presented by 
the Congregation: Erin, Share with us as we witness to 
God’s love in sacrament. Be among us as one who calls us to 
God’s table and as one who celebrates baptism. 

A Teacup is presented by Erin: I present this cup as a 
symbol of my desire to be among you as one who walks 
with you and shares in the joys and struggles of life. 

Oil for Anointing is presented by Presbytery: Be in this 
community as one who embraces a ministry of healing and 
wholeness. 

A Pride Flag is presented by the Congregation: Erin, 
Share in our Ministry as one who encourages, appreciates 
and nurtures diversity, joyfully celebrating and sharing our 
spiritual connections and honouring each other’s truths.  

A Plant is presented by Erin: I present this plant as a 
symbol of my longing and desire to grow with you in our 
faith. 

As we move into Advent, we need to remember these 
gifts. As we move into a time of preparation of God born 
amongst us, we need to continue to tell our stories, to share 
the love and light of our community. We are blessed in this 
place!                              
                                                          Erin
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Sarah’s Kids Korner

EvEnts

Sustainable Christmas Shopping  
at Ten Thousand Villages 

Help the world, help yourself, and help Trinity 

(Bring lots and lots of friends.)
November 30
5:00 to 9:00 p.m.
371 Richmond Road, Ottawa ON

Ten Thousand Villages only sells products that have been 
produced using fair trade policies. They have agreed to 
open their doors to us for an exclusive shopping event for 
Trinity and friends. Depending on the amount of money 
we raise, we get a percentage back to Trinity. This is a 
great way for us to learn about free trade, buy some really 
cool things, and earn a percentage of sales via a Christian 
organization that ensures that producers and artisans get 
fairly treated.

On Facebook there is an event page for all of these festival 
sales. You can invite friends, but be sure to highlight that 
ours takes place on November 30th from 5:00 to 9:00 p.m. 
- https://www.facebook.com/events/1748895798703451/  

Visit their website to get a better idea of who they are 
and what they sell. Great Christmas decorations as well. 
https://www.tenthousandvillages.ca/store/5107 

There is also a Ten Thousand Villages blog and YouTube 
channel to share stories that are really quite remarkable. 
tenthousandvillages.ca/blog  - https://www.youtube.com/
user/tenthousandvillages
 
Questions or concerns, contact Lynne Vail lynneottawa@
gmail.com or 613-828-5360

By Sarah Daigen 
Minister of Children, Youth and Families

Hello Trinity village, 

There is a chill in the air and warmth in the heart, 
which must mean the Advent and Christmas seasons 
are coming up. This is always a busy time of year in the 
ministry of children, youth, and families. 

But first, thank you to everyone who participated in our 
Crafternoon and helped us build our Trinity Village, 
which you can now see on the communion table in 
the sanctuary. The afternoon was so much fun, and the 
results were absolutely stunning. What a success! 

November 27 is our Advent Event potluck, carol sing 
and cookie decorating event. Please bring a salad/
appetizer, main course or dessert, and join us on this 
festive occasion right after worship in Tait Hall. 

Over this season, we will also be practising our 
Christmas Pageant, It’s A Wonder, by Linnea Good. 
Delaney Graham will be my assistant director (thanks!) 
and we, and the children, look forward to sharing this 
lovely pageant with you on Christmas Eve, at 6:00 p.m.
 
While our youth this season have been small in 
numbers, we have had some fun times, most recently 
a time to discuss how God can help us through the 
“Tough Stuff ” and to eat and play a few games together 
on November 13. Our next gathering will be after 
church on December 4, to help sort out Festival of 
Sharing gifts and enjoy some lunch together afterwards. 

Please note that there will be no children’s 
programming on Christmas Day or New Year’s Day, 
which both fall on Sundays this year. Sunday School 
and nursery supervision will resume January 8, 2017.  

In the new year keep an eye out for “Adopt a 
Grandparent.” Curious? Details to come. 

In the meantime, I wish you an Advent season filled 
with Hope, Peace, Love and Joy, and the very merriest 
of Christmases. 
                                                               Love, Sarah
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Stairwell Carollers: Trinity Jubilee 
Foundation (TJF) Christmas Concert
 
Friday, December 2
7:30 p.m.
Trinity United Church
Tickets: $20 for adults and $10 for children and 
students

The Stairwell Carollers are an a cappella Ottawa 
choir formed in 1977 by their director Pierre 
Massie, a music graduate of the University 
of Ottawa. The choral group has earned the 
distinction of being ranked amongst the best 
of Ottawa choirs by local choral critics. Their 
repertoire encompasses sacred and secular songs 
from all eras. 

The choir’s share of the revenues from their 
concerts and CD sales go to support local charities 
and music scholarships. TJF’s revenues will help 
fund the charities chosen for support in 2017. 

In the rush of the hectic Yuletide season, the 
Carollers bring focus to the true meaning of 
Christmas with their beautiful and unique 
interpretations of traditional Christmas carols in 
many languages. This will be a truly special way 
to celebrate the start of the Christmas season. For 
information call Rosemary at 613-821-9214.

Projected Receipts
Actual  

Receipts
Difference

+ or -Year
52 wks. 46/52

Local $197,375 $  174,601 $  166,109 -$ 8,492
M&S $  42,452 $    37,553 $    35,246 -$ 2,307
Total $239,827 $  212,154 $  201,355 -$ 10,799

thE MonEy

Pledge Performance: 2016 
To November 13 (46 weeks)

The above totals do not include the special contributions to the Mission & 
Service Fund: Easter $728.40 and Thanksgiving $100.00.

Celebration of Spirit at 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday School and Nursery Care at 10:00 a.m. 

Coffee and Conversation in the Friendship Room after the service 
Joyful Noise! children’s choir practices downstairs at 11:00 a.m.

ADVENT I
Advent Pot Luck
                                                                                            
ADVENT II 
Festival of Sharing

ADVENT III
Cantata
                                        
ADVENT IV
 
CHRISTMAS EVE
6:00 p.m. Pageant service
9:00 p.m. Christmas Eve service
  
CHRISTMAS DAY – No service                            
                    
NEW YEAR’S DAY
Worship Committee leads
                                            
EPIPHANY

Sunday, November 27
                                                                                                

 
Sunday, December 4 

              
 

Sunday, December 11 
                                        

   
Sunday, December 18 

          
Saturday, December 24                                       

 
 

Sunday, December 25                                               
 

Sunday, January 1                                                  
 
 

Sunday, January 8 

Sunday  
Mornings
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CounCil nEws

Bring on the winter!
Message from the Co-chairs
 
By Lynne Vail 

The weather outside is frightful—
the energy around Trinity will 
warm you up.  

Winter will soon be upon us and 
the positive energy in and around 
Trinity is easily detectable. It’s been 
a busy fall and you can feel Jesus’ 
work being done in every corner 
of our Ark. I wanted to remind us 
all, of the “behind the scenes” work 
that happens. The regular work that 
we may miss because we’re busy 
doing other things.  

I just reminded myself of all that 
we may not notice: the work that 
the property committee does; the 
folks who sell grocery cards (if you 
shop at Loblaws or its affiliates you 
are still able to collect points if you 
pay with a gift card); the people 
who mingle at the front entrance 
who try to spot newcomers, 
welcome them and suggest they 
wear a name tag; the people who 
do coffee hour after church; the 
ushers; the counters who track the 
money that goes onto the plate; the 
guys in the sky who run all the AV 
paraphernalia; and all the other 
work that I’m sure I’m missing. 

Council has been busy. At our 
retreat we decided on several 
aspects that should be the focus for 
Trinity. We have asked committees 
how they can do just one of these, 
and are looking forward to hearing 
back. We also have been talking 
about the budget, the building, 
getting Trinity’s action out into the 
public, and the need to raise more 
money for the Trinity coffers so we 
can continue to do God’s work. 

I took an excerpt from the poem/
hymn written by Fred Pratt Green 
in 1982. I think the few stanzas 
that I chose express eloquently the 
thought about God’s work.  

How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord 

You are with us in our toil.
In the workshop, store and office,
Classroom, kitchen, garden, too,
Help us see your gift and glory,
Serve you well in all we do. 

Scattered in our congregations
Yet one body called to be;
Reaching out to fellow Christians,
Serving the community. 

Thanks to you for love that binds us;
For the strength to do your will.. 

Let’s keep the energy flowing! Ian 
and I look forward to seeing all this 
hard work pay off!

our CoMMunity,  
our world

Festival of Sharing: 
Bring Christmas to a  
family in need

Trinity Outreach Committee’s 
traditional Festival of Sharing helps 
40 families in our community share 
the joy of Christmas. Each family 
receives grocery gift cards, presents 
for each family member and holiday 
treats. 

Your generosity will be blessing for 
many and for YOU!

Experience the Spirit of Christmas 
by helping:

Make a Donation: Please make 
cheques out to Trinity United Church 
but indicate your wishes that it be 
used for the Festival of Sharing. A tax 
receipt will be issued. 

Provide gifts: Bring gifts to Trinity 
on Festival of Sharing Sunday, 
December 4. Gifts do not need to be 
wrapped.

Knit: Especially hats, scarves and 
legwarmers 

Volunteer to deliver a Christmas 
parcel. 

Questions: Contact Jean Meldrum 
at 613-727-3346 or jean.bry@
sympatico.ca
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Tun Hla Family – The 1st Refugee 
Committee 

By Virginia MacLatchy 

Winnie and Sai continue to work hard to build good 
lives in Canada. Sai has several cleaning jobs, makes 
deliveries for Uber and does odd jobs. He attends 
school 5 1/2 hours a day, taking English classes and 
learning about Canada in preparation for Canadian 
Citizenship - a schedule that does not leave much 
time for sleep! Winnie also does cleaning, attends 
morning ESL classes and looks forward to being able 
to attend school full-time when daycare becomes 
available. Samuel recently turned 4 and enjoys J-K. 
His English vocabulary continues to grow and he has 
started to learn French, his third language. Rachael, 
at 19 months, is starting to speak English and attends 
daycare half days. Winnie and Sai eagerly await the 
arrival of Sai’s 57 year old mother and 19 year old 
sister, living in Malaysia, who have been approved to 
immigrate to Canada.

 
The 2nd Refugee Committee

By Brian Hartley

The committee is committed to sponsoring two 
refugee families. While our focus has turned to the 
Ghazal family since they arrived from Syria, we have 
not forgotten the Iraqis, Hasanain Al-Saadi and his son 
Ridha, who have been waiting in Turkey for admission 
to Canada since 2013. Trinity is committed to co-
sponsor this pair along with Hasanain’s sister, Zaenab. 
 
In October, the committee and Zaenab enquired of 
two local Members of Parliament, Anita Vandenbelden 
and Catherine McKenna, where Hasanain and his 
son stand in the process required to enter Canada 
on a refugee visa. MP McKenna confirmed that their 
processing commenced in July, that Hasanain is 
currently being checked for a criminal record, and that 
the earliest they will arrive is March, 2017.  She has 
undertaken to update her information in December.

Refugee update: The Ghazals

The Syrian family have been with us for six weeks now, 
and are settling in well. Our committee has worked 
with them to complete all the necessary paperwork. 
Rowan, 10, is at St. Elizabeth elementary school, 
Roushan, 15, is at St. Pius, while Haitham and Suzan 
have begun morning ESL classes at Carlington. They 
have enjoyed learning about the rituals of Hallowe’en, 
and have joined some of the committee for meals. A 
number of Arabic speaking interpreters are available 
to help when necessary, but largely, we have fun 
communicating while introducing more mysteries of 
the English language. A roster of the committee has 
begun regular evening visits to help with homework, 
ESL, visits to the library, or shopping. We and they are 
discovering new things as we go; it is truly a learning 
experience for all. We do hope that you will have the 
opportunity to meet this lovely family that has been 
through so much but who look forward to life in 
Canada. They still have family in Turkey and Syria and 
we carry those family members in our thoughts and 
prayers. We are very thankful for the generous support 
from our church community and others who have 
made it possible to welcome this lovely family. 

Deeqa’s Family

By Pam Sheehan, for the Group of Five Sponsors

It now seems possible that Deeqa’s son, his wife and 
four small children, after 10 years in a refugee camp 
in Kenya, may arrive at the end of November. Deeqa 
is almost beside herself in anticipation and gratitude 
for being reunited with her family. She has been busy 
trying to prepare her basement for their arrival. Some 
beds and linen have been donated by Trinity members. 
The Trinity Outreach Committee has kindly donated 
$450 from their special projects fund to help this 
family on arrival.  

Sometimes life becomes overwhelming with all the 
troubles in the world. Perhaps, as God’s people, we 
come together to reach out and bring one more family 
from despair to hope. We give our newest Canadians 
this priceless gift of hope for a future for their children, 
a future of safety and possibility that comes from living 
in our wonderful country.
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lifE long lEarning

Trinity Men’s Breakfast 
The second Thursday of each month at 7:00 a.m.

By Chris Humphrey and John Comfort

Already the Advent Season is upon us and the 
members of the Trinity Men’s Breakfast will soon 
be out cutting the Christmas tree. This is one of 
our traditions, started many years ago. Speaking of 
traditions, we gather the second Thursday of each 
month at Summerhay’s at 7:00 a.m. for sharing, 
fellowship and a good breakfast together. We can 
always make more room around the table so don’t be 
shy if you would like to join us. Whether we are 6 or 
we are 12, it is great to gather together. If you would 
like more information, you can be directed to John or 
Chris or any of the participants who will gladly share 
with you.

Worship Committee  
By Anthea Brandon

The Worship Committee, comprised of Karen Sibbald, 
Sally Cuddy, Emily Taylor-King and co-chairs Sheila 
Meggs and Anthea Brandon are very pleased to 
welcome Kathryn Fournier aboard. She will add much 
expertise and many ideas to the team. 

The fall worship season has been busy, including the 
annual memorial Sunday on October 30, where we 
remembered those who had left us during the past 
year, and Stewardship Sunday on November 6, where 
all the many gifts and offerings from the congregation, 
not merely those financial ones, are celebrated. On 
Sunday, November 13, two special services were held: 
Remembrance Sunday, recalling those who put their 
lives at risk for Canada and the evening Covenanting 
service during which the Reverend Erin Burns and 
the congregation of Trinity United solemnly promised 
each other that we will work with each other with 
loving, spirit-filled support. 

Coming up fast is the season of Advent, which begins 
on Sunday, November 27 with the lighting of the first 
candle on the Advent wreath, the candle of Hope. 
This will be followed on successive Sundays with the 
customary services celebrating Peace, Joy and Love, 
culminating in the two Christmas Eve services on 
Saturday, December 24—the children’s pageant at 6:00 
p.m. and the late service at 9:00 p.m. Please note that 
on Christmas Day, falling as it does on a Sunday this 
year, Trinity United will not hold a service. Should you 
wish to attend a service on Christmas Day, Jen Cass 
in the office (office@trinityunitedottawa.ca) or anyone 
from the Worship Committee can point you toward 
churches that are holding a service that day. 

Finally, towards the end of November, the Worship 
Committee will hold the semi-annual sale of potted 
plants, this time poinsettias, of course, which may be 
purchased at $20 per plant in memory of lost loved 
ones. Orders may be placed on Sunday, November 
27 and Sunday, December 4. The money raised in 
this way goes to fund the floral decoration of the 
Sanctuary for services throughout the year.
 

CElEbrating our spirit
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Making 
Sock 
Snowmen 
for the 
Christmas 
Bazaar...

 

Thanks to all our Trinity sellers, 
buyers, bakers, knitters, jam-
makers, chefs, de-clutterers, table 
putter-uppers and the clean-up 
crew for making another very 
successful bazaar on Saturday, 
November 19. At the time of 
writing, we were just shy of 
making $10,000, which we will 
likely achieve through after-
service sales in December. Like 
they say, it takes a whole village 
to raise . . . a successful bazaar.
 
Sari and Helen


